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DR. B.R. AMBEDKAR'S VISIT TO SOUTH INDIA:
IMPACT ON REGIONAL DALIT MOVEMENTS

DR. SRINIVAS RAO VADDANAM
Asst. Professor, Dept. of History
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Open University,
Hyderabad.
vasuvaddanam@gmail.com
In the words of Gail Omvedt Dalit movements in any region necessarily means a
study of Dr. Bhim Rao Ramji Ambedkar’s role in it. Being its historic leader and formulator
of its enduring ideology Ambedkar was the dominating figure and active organizer of the
movements in Maharashtra in particular and other regions in general. By 1930’s and
1940’s he came to dominate the all India movement as well. Ambdekar toured extensively
all over India inspiring the local Dalit leaders and regional Dalit movements. The branches
of Schedule Caste Federation initiaily and Republican Party of India later extensively worked
in consolidating the Dalit’s in various regions. Between 1940-54 Ambedkar visited south
india on many occasions. The present paper is an attempt to give graphic details of Dr.
Ambedkar’s tour to south India such as Hyderabad State, Mysore, Andhra, Madras and

Karnataka, Kerala and the impact of Ambedkar on the Regional Dalit’s Movements.
Ambedkar’s visit to Hyderabad

Ambedkar organized the first Dalit meeting at Makranpur of Aurangabad district in
the year 1938 December 30®. He is first person to start the colleges in Hyderabad State.
The present Milind College Aurangabad was started by Ambedkar. Ambedkar is having
very cordial relations with Nizam’s State from the beginning. He used to feel that Byderabad
is a great educational and cultural centre. He is a frequent visitor to Hyderabad. When he
visited Hyderabad in the year 1944 September there used to be two organizations for Dalit.
One is Scheduled Caste federation at Secunderabad and the other is Hyderabad’s State

depressed classes association. The two organizations invited Ambedkar but he visited the
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